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Dear Colleagues and Partners,

It is a genuine pleasure to work with you to create a wildlife corridor between the Ocala and
Osceola National Forests. We take our role as the lead entity in this partnership very
seriously and we need to have everyone’s support to be successful. To paraphrase a recent
communication from a partner, the 020 is a synergy of many diverse organizations working
toward an overarching goal of a connected and healthy landscape. Their combined efforts
provide a host of benefits: protection of wildlife habitat, clean air, clean water, working
farms, forests, and secures military readiness.

As we have evolved, both as an organization and as a partnership, we have made some
internal changes to be able to bring more resources from within NFLT to bear on this
exciting and challenging effort. Kimberly Tillman will continue to coordinate the
partnership and likely, be your central point of contact. Rebecca Perry, our Director of
Conservation Acquisitions, Elizabeth Guthrie, our Director of Land Stewardship, and their
teams will assist with real estate and management services in the O20. In addition, Lee
Anderson Louy, our Director of Philanthropic Services and her team will be seeking
additional funding sources for our partnership efforts.

With the support of the EJK Foundation and the Catalyst Fund, we have made great strides
towards our goal of protecting 140,000 acres of land in the O20 in the next 20 years a
reality. As you may know, we also have two Regional Conservation Partnership Programs
(RCPP) in place through the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). We
recently acquired a conservation easement in the O20 on a working cattle ranch. This was
the first time USDA’s NRCS Agricultural Land Easement Program was used in conjunction
with the Camp Blanding Joint Training Center Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB)
program. The conservation easement was paid for through a combination of funding from
the NRCS program, the ACUB program, and the Florida Defense Support Task Force
through its partnership with Clay County Development Authority. This was a first and we
hope it will pave the way for more to come.

The state legislature has increased funding in fiscal year 2021-22 for Florida Forever
projects within the Florida Wildlife Corridor. This includes most of the critical links within
the O20. We are optimistic that this level of funding will lead to a significant increase in
the number of conservation easements in the O20 in the next several years. With this strong
partnership and the increase of funding sources, we are primed and ready to make the
coming years even better than the past for land protection.

There is much to do and a short period of time to do it as the race for land is on! Our staffis
committed to increasing the resources we have to the success of the 020 initiative. As we
said earlier, this partnership can make a huge difference in the protection of wildlife habitat,
natural resources, working farms, forests and securing our military readiness.

We look forward to working with you!
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Hiking theFlorida Trail fromQ20

by Gr envi | BamesarBl daammakegréen

0 Hi k i-roagl and offroad biking, weekend warrior style
down (and up) the Florida National Scenic Trail through,

around swamps, sandhills, springs, scrub, sinkholes, see
ravines, rivers, creeks, lakes, flatwoods, hammocks, prai
pasture. 6

In early March of 2018, we joined a small group of enthusiastsFboraa Trail
Associatioted hike of Bradwell Bay in Apalachicola National Forest to the
of Tallahassee. The hike (o0or swam
wi | dest Whieyiving up koéts ndme, this 8ridle hike was so
enjoyable that we decided to hike the entire 1300le Florida Trail. We kne
we could not manage a through hike, so we set out to achieve this in our
lifetimes. Since we are both in our sixtieswe decided it would be advisable
to start on this as soon as possible.

OQur strategy was to first compl et
the Ocala and Osceola Forests and the area between them. We concentra
initially on the sections closesGainesville, where we both live. So, in Augus
2018 we set off to conquer our first section, the populamll@ stretch that run
from Patds | sland trail head throu
Springs. We stopped off for lunch andwis at Hidden Pond, a welcome reli¢
from the 98degree heat. We also began another tradition, bringing along
e — ] | hammocks or pack chairs and a beverage to better enjoy our lunch and the
1020 Boundary : solitude of the wilderness. After completing this first section oRhev@
il spent the rest of that wet winter and the following summer shuttling with t
vehicles and methodically working our way north and south.

Map of the O20 showing the Florida

- While most of the Florida Trail runs through protected swaths of Florida, t
Trail in red

are times when these swathstrbasstitched together by private lands and
public (and private) roads. We agreed early on that we would bike these ro
walks which, we reasoned, would help to speed thingshepheavy rains in the
summer of 2019 did not make biking easier, as we wereed to wade
through wide pools of water on forest roads, carry our bikes through overg
paths that sometimes connected the rgaliks, and hoist them over pesky
fencesOn some occasions it was so wet that we carried our hiking boots a
sloshed barefot along the riverlike trailistening to the water filter through the
flooded flatwoods.

Hidden Pond near Juniper
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We never encountered a bear, that iconic symbol of the O20 protection effort, but the
was plenty of evidence of them, and they certainly saw us. We did, however, have th
encounter with arguably the most dangerous species on théhuaians. One hienwe
came across had obviously spent more time taking shots from a bottle than with his ri
another occasion we found ourselves in the firing line of a hunter and downwind of th
which came running in our direction right after shots wede.fre Whi | e we di
hunter, perhaps because of the burst of speed we put on in the other direction, it mad
even more wary of hunters further down the trail. On one of our last hikes through the
southern part of the Ocala Forest, we came aadasiter pointing his rifle straight down
the FT ready to shoot a deer that had been flushed in that direction by a pack of howl
dogs. F or t un hiking that sectianeon thaé parécaldr tay. Later that month
made sure to hike it on a wedsky wearing a full ensemble of orange clothifbis is not to
cast aspersions on all hunters, the vast majority of those we encountered were both f
woodswise,and helpful, but those encounters were less memorable.

The trail during a rainy
summer

By the start othe 2019winter, we had made good progress, exiting the Osceola Natio
Forestand reaching the Suwannee River in the north and well into the Southern half
Ocala Forest. Hower, suddenly disaster struck and unexpectedly we had to suspend
020 section hiking for over a year, as the sorts of health issues that can crop up in t
60 and active crowd conspired to delay our adventitreias only in December 2020, afte
nearly a year of restrecoveryand rehab that we were able to hike the last sections of
Ocala Forest near Paisley, and complete the approximately 220 miles of the Floridia
from O 2 O.

Forest roads can be
challenging to bike

As we have continued our journey to the north and the sabth@20, we have noted
many mor eoadnwalkde swioé r the FT wends its
areas like Orlando ot r a v erivagedmsest and farmlands. The unique connectednes
the O20 can be attributed to the efforts of groups like the North Florida Land Trust w
work tirelessly to ensure there is a continuous swath of protection for thhangidg and
charismatic megafaundike bearsd and the not so charismatic oddike us.

Writtenby-Gr envi | | e o0Barneyd Barnes and Tom

A bridge too far?

020 Land Protection

North Florida Land Trust (NFLT) has conserved land that protects
National Security and th&nvironment

NFLT has acquired a 1&&re conservation easement near Camp Blanding in the c
of the O20 that will ensure the land remains in agriculture prodadtiomll as support
military readinesé or ev er . This was t heourtebr st t
Conservation Service (NRCS) Agricultural Land Easement Program was used in
conjunction with the Camp Blanding Joint Training Center ACUB program.
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