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HELLO PARTNERS! 

- Happy Spring - 

 

Thank you for a great meeting on April 23rd.  We can't wait to meet with 

you again later in the year.  
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Please send me your updates! 

What has been occurring on your properties within the corridor? Burning, wildlife 

sightings, funding, potential acquisitions, new properties open to the public, 

improvements to trails or trailheads, anything that has happened since we last 

talked. I love to hear and share them! 

 

 

 

 

Red-cockaded woodpecker nesting season has 

started in the O2O wildlife corridor.  

 

Happenings within the O2O: 

1. Hello and a quick introduction from Kimberly Tillman 

2. A year in review 2019-2020, The O2O Partnership 

3. Two updates from the North Florida Land Trust  

Other Items of interest: 

Program deadlines from Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
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Happenings within the O2O  

 

 

 

1. Hello Everyone, 

    My Name is Kimberly Tillman  

 

In late February I joined the North 

Florida Land Trust team as the 

O2O partnership coordinator. 

It has been an interesting start to the 

job to say the least with the virus 

quickly adjusting how we work and 

live. I hope you all are doing well and 

finding new and comfortable ways to 

work with each other. 

Here is a little background on me: 

I am a wildlife biologist with 15 years 

of experience in natural resource 

management, conservation, and 

education. I worked with St. Johns 

River Water Management District where I specialized in habitat management 

and population recovery of threatened and endangered species like the red-

cockaded woodpecker and Florida scrub-jay. As a private contractor I have 

collaborated with federal and state agencies and private landowners focusing 

on land conservation, habitat management, population management for listed 

species, and educational program development. I have a bachelor’s degree in 

biology. I am a certified prescribed burn manager as well as an authorized 

gopher tortoise agent and trained bander for red-cockaded woodpeckers and 

Florida scrub-jays.  
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I am very interested in meeting all of you in person, setting up a 

relationship where we can easily share and relate information across 

groups and agencies. Until that time comes please feel free to contact me 

with any questions, concerns, or thoughts regarding the O2O and I will do 

my best to help facilitate getting you what you are looking for. 

Email: ktillman@nflt.org Phone number: 386-804-1389 

 

  

 

 

2. A year in review 2019: The O2O Partnership  

 

 

By Susan Carr, Program 

Manager, North Florida Land Trust 

The O2O Partnership 

The O2O Partnership is entering into its 

third year. Our mission is building the 

O2O Wildlife Corridor - a network of 

natural and rural lands that make up a 

critical link of the greater Florida Wildlife 

Corridor. The Partnership’s goal is to 

protect 140,000 acres by 2040 through strategic acquisition of land and 

conservation easements, and improved conservation management. Our vision 

is a conservation landscape that includes habitat for wildlife and imperiled 

species, healthy watersheds, working forests, and rural amenities. Furthermore, 

we recognize the need to protect training missions on military installations in 

the O2O. The O2O Partnership is led by the North Florida Land Trust (NFLT) 

and is a public-private partnership of Federal and State agencies, non-profit 

organizations, and user groups. The Partnership promotes collaboration among 

programs, funding sources and resources to improve conservation delivery in 

the O2O. 
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The O2O Partnership 

State/ Federal/ NGO 

Camp Blanding / Florida National Guard 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FF)  

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Florida Forest Service (FDACS) 

St. John’s River Water Management District 

Suwannee River Water Management District 

DOD U.S. Navy 

Natural Resources Conservation Service  (NRCS) 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

U.S. Forest Service  

Alachua Conservation Trust 

Conservation Florida 

Florida Trail Association 

Florida Wildlife Corridor 

North Florida Land Trust 

North Florida Prescribed Burn Association 

Putnam Land Conservancy 

The Conservation Fund 

List of the Ocala to Osceola 18 partners 

 

 

 

Conservation in the O2O: Year in Review 2019  
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Building on the successes of 

2018, the Partnership 

protected over 4,000 acres of 

O2O land in fee and 

conservation easement 

acquisitions in 2019 and early 

2020. North Florida Land 

Trust (NFLT) purchased over 

480 acres of land in 

cooperation with Camp 

Blanding’s Army Compatible 

Use Buffer (ACUB) program: 

a 20 acre addition to NFLT’s 

Trail Ridge Preserve and 463 

acres south of Gold Head 

Branch State Park known as 

the Smith Lake Track (see map). These properties permanently protect upland 

longleaf pine forests that provide habitat for many imperiled species. 

The largest land protection project was the acquisition of approximately 3,600 

acres next to Rice Creek Conservation Area in Putnam county. This property, 

known as Wetland Preserve, is one of the largest privately owned parcels 

within the Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway Florida Forever project area and is 

a critical piece of the O2O.  

Putnam Land Conservancy (PLC) acquired 19 acres in their continuing efforts 

to consolidate conservation properties next to the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross 

Florida Greenway State Recreation and Conservation Area in Mondex - a 

subdivision that was never developed. These properties add to a larger 

conservation area that PLC already protected in the Mondex area. 
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The Florida Native Plant Society (FNPS) 

purchased 12 acres in the O2O portion of 

Marion county. The Warea preserve is the 

first O2O preserve specifically for an 

imperiled plant species. It will be managed 

by FNPS in partnership with PLC to 

protect Clasping Warea (Warea 

amplexifolia) and the federally threatened 

Florida sand skink (Neoseps reynoldsi). The land was purchased with 

mitigation funding from The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and a grant from the 

Felburn Foundation.  
 

 

The O2O Partnership made steady progress in 2019, bringing our land 

protection total to over 13,000 acres since 2016. This brings us even 

closer to our long-term land protection goal of 140,000 acres by 2040. 

 

 

 

 

NFLT= North Florida Land Trust 

PLC= Putnam Land Conservancy 

FNPS= Florida Native Plant Society 

FL DEP= Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

ACUB= Army Compatible User Buffer 

TNC= The Nature Conservancy  
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CE= Conservation Easement  
 

 

The O2O Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 

In late 2018, NFLT and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

entered into an agreement to collaboratively direct $3.5 million of Farm Bill 

program funding in the O2O. This is part of our strategy to bring federal 

conservation funds to the O2O which compliment state and Department of 

Defense spending. Last year NFLT and NRCS held the first ever open 

enrollment for the Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) in Florida, which 

is specific to conservation of O2O forestlands for imperiled species habitat. 

HFRP funds purchase conservation easements and provide funding for 

conservation management on private lands. The HFRP team was able to select 

three properties in 2019. They will continue working with these landowners in 

anticipation of closing on about 2,000 acres of conservation easements in 

2021. 

As part of the RCPP, Renee Bodine (NRCS Public Affairs Officer) produced a 

web-based story map about the O2O titled “A Way Home”. It beautifully depicts 

the wildlife, geography, and vision of our landscape initiative. Click here to view 

the story map. 

Multi-year grant award from the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and 

Communities 

In 2018 NFLT received a grant from the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and 

Communities through a nationally competitive process. The three-year award 

supports NFLT staff capacity through 2020 and accelerates our ability to lead 

the O2O Partnership. We are happy to report that as of 2019 we exceeded our 

short-term goal of 10,000 acres of newly protected land during the grant period. 
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Putnam Lakes Preserve 

Owned and managed by NFLT 

 

By Matt Greene Land Manager, North 

Florida Land Trust 

New gopher frog reproduction 

confirmed in four of nine ponds! 

In July 2019, North Florida Land Trust developed a five-year plan to restore 16 

ephemeral wetlands that come and go throughout the year, and approximately 

50 acres of surrounding habitat where wetland plant communities transition to 

upland pant communities and vise versa. Initial project funding was awarded by 

the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, administered by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service, a vital O2O Partner. The goals of the project are two-fold: 

 To improve the hydrology of the wetlands and breeding habitat for a 

suite of declining amphibian species, including the gopher frog, striped 

newt, and ornate chorus frogs – all Species of Greatest Conservation 

Need (SGCN). 

 To increase the diversity of herbaceous plant species in the wetland-

upland transition zone. These enhancements will involve a variety of 

chemical and mechanical treatments to reduce woody encroachment 

while facilitating the use of prescribed fire - a critical management tool 

and natural process benefitting both upland and aquatic ecosystems. 

Staff from North Florida Land Trust and Fish and Wildlife Commission’s Fish 

and Wildlife Research Institute recently confirmed repeated reproductive efforts 

by gopher frogs in four of the nine ponds holding water. This is a previously 

unknown population of gopher frogs and helps to fill in a distribution gap within 

the species range. Striped newt sampling will occur later this year. 
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Preservation of Wetland 

Preserve 

 

A Large Conservation Easement 

Acquired in Putnam County by the 

Florida Forever program, 

facilitated by North Florida Land 

Trust  

By Marc Hudson Director of 

Strategic Conservation, North Florida 

Land Trust 

In January 2020, the Division of 

State Lands of Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (FL DEP) acquired a 3,562-conservation easement in 

Putnam County in the Etoniah Greenway section, a Florida Forever project 

area, of the O2O. The permanent protection of Wetland Preserve was the result 

of a successful working partnership between NFLT and FL DEP DSL. The new 

Florida Forever conservation easement protects part of a key linkage for the 

O2O Corridor. 

 

Privately owned and managed by Ben and Louann Williams, the property 

borders the Rice Creek Conservation Area. The landowners will continue to 
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coordinate management activities with the Water Management District. Wetland 

Preserve also shares a common boundary with the 9-Mile Swamp Park, a 

Putnam County Florida Communities Trust property. The property houses a 

section of the Florida Trail and fronts on the Lake Butler-to-Palatka Trail. A 

matrix of wet and mesic flatwoods, wide floodplain swamps, blackwater 

streams, seeps, and sandhill covers the property, where FWC works with the 

landowners to study a large population of spotted turtles. 

Ben and Louann Williams, were ideal for the program, they are long time 

conservation activists and FWC’s 2019 Landowners of the Year. The 

conservation easement will stop potential development of the property, while 

allowing for commercial timber harvesting on planted pine stands but forbidding 

commercial timber harvesting in wetlands and sandhill areas. Conservation of 

this property also allows hikers on the Florida Trail to access the property 

permanently, taking them away from roadways. 

 

 

Ben and Louann Williams on their property, Wetland Preserve. 

Photo by Keith Novosel.  
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Other Items of Interests  

 

 

 

Program Deadlines from Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS)  

 Conservation Stewardship Program application deadline is June 1. NRCS 

provides financial and technical assistance to farmers for maintaining and 

improving existing conservation systems as well as adopting additional 

conservation activities. Please see news release and NRCS CSP webpage for 

more information. 

 

 

For more information regarding NRCS program deadlines contact: 

Nina Bhattacharyya 

Assistant State Conservationist – Partnerships & Initiatives 

Florida NRCS State Office 

4500 NW 27th Ave, Bldg A 

Gainesville, FL 32606 

Office: (352) 338-9554 

Cell: (352) 672-3056 
  

 

Thanks for a great partnership! Together we make up one of the nation's 

largest land conservation partnerships. For more information on the 

Ocala to Osceola partnership and wildlife corridor contact:  

 

Kimberly Tillman: O2O Partnership Coordinator 

Email: ktillman@nflt.org  Phone: (386) 804-1389  
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